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Commissioner for Patents 

This Advisory Action is in response to the Amendment After Final filed on 09 December 2008. 

For the puposes of appeal: The claim amendmnets will not be entered. The status of the claims is as follws: claims 1-3 and 5-24 are 
rejected. 

The Request for Consideration has been considered but does NOT place the application in condition for allowance because: Applicant 
argues, "The art cited by the examiner do not disclose or anticipate a and i of claim namely (a) placing an identification code on 
individual mail pieces with a postage meter at a location other than the post office, wherein the identification code identifies a sender 
of the mail piece a service requested for the mail piece and uniquely identifies individual mail pieces; ( i) printing at the postage meter 
a certificate indicating the identification code that has been read by the post office and the service requested for the mail piece" 
However, Examiner disagrees. Lee et al discloses placing an identification code on individual mail pieces with a postage meter at a 
location other than the post office, wherein the identification code identifies the sender of the mail piece and uniquely identifies 
individual mail pieces [col 3,lines 19-25; col 5, lines 32-45]. Lee et al further discloses that a mailer ID is placed on the manifest [col 
4, lines 30-49]. While Lee et 1 discloses placing an identification code on individual mail pieces with a postage meter [col 3, lines 19- 
25; col 5, lines 32-45], Lee et al does not disclose wherein the identification code identifies a service requested for the mail piece. 
However, Ryan, Jr. discloses placing an identification code on a mail piece with a 

postage meter wherein the identification code identifies a service requested for the mail piece [0029; variable indicium on mail piece 
includes an indication of service class]. While Lee et al, Ryan, Jr. and Gawler discloses placing an identification code on a mail piece 
with a postage meter wherein the identification code identifies a service requested for the mail piece [Ryan, Jr: 0029; variable 
indicium on mail piece includes an indication of service class], Lee et al, Ryan, Jr. and Gawler do not further disclose further 
including the step of: printing at the postage meter a certificate indicating the identification code that has been read by the post office 
and the service requested for the mail piece. However, Pinstov discloses sending data, indicating that an identification code has been 
read by the post office [col 5, lines 14-25; 40-50]. It is known that data sent to a computer may be printed. Applicant argues, "The art 
cited by the Examiner do not disclose or anticipate printing at the postage meter a certificate indicating that the identification code and 
the service request has not been read by the post office after a certain period of time has elapsed after the data center has received the 
identification code from the meter." First the Examiner notes that the Applicant is arguing the references individually. Specifically, 
the Examiner articulated in the rejection of claim 1, the reasoning that printing a certificate of induction was obvious. Furthermore, 
Montgomery discloses, "At steps 1222 and 1224, the centralized postage-issuing computer system 386 receives the confirmatory 
delivery status information from the master tracking computer system 3 1 0 and updates the delivery status within the stored postage 
transaction information with the confirmatory delivery status information. In particular, the communications interface 1222, under 
control of the communications module 1234, receives the confirmatory delivery status information over the communications link 396 
(step 1222). The database management module 1136 then updates the delivery status within the postage database 1130 (step 1224). 
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If the confirmatory delivery status information indicates that the mail piece carrying the tracking ID has been delivered, the delivery 
status associated with thai tracking ID will be updated as delivered. If the confirmatory delivery status information indicates that the 
mail piece carrying the tracking ID has not been delivered, the delivery status associated with that tracking ID will be updated as not 
delivered." [0186]. Thus, combining teachings from the rejection of claim 1 with Montgomery, yield the Applicant's invention of 
"printing at the postage meter a certificate indicating that the identification code and the service request has not been read by the post 
office after a certain period of time has elapsed after the data center has received the identification code from the meter". 
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Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3628 
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